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Mr, Young, Superintendedt Blaino,ﬂmembera g} the school board, parents, and
friends{ and we hope that the last group {ncludes evervone)we would 1ike to thalk
vou all for honoring us with you presense at cur graduation, Mothers have a dav
set aside for tham each year and so do fathers, but we've been workinge-well,
we've been in school-=for twelve vears to get our day, Tt was worth the effors,
Just as surely as it is our day, however, it is your dav, Just as thia is %he
day that the fruits of our labor are in full bloom, it is the daw that the fruits
of your labor for ua are in full bloom(or should T say "gone to seed), Tf the
PARFNTAL CENSRATTON has taught us nothing else, we aré at least fully instructed
in the arts of debating, argning, and protecting our interests--vou can rea%
assured that no one well encroach on our rights without a terrific struggle,

You parénts are well aware of this,

Speaking for the graduating class of 1968, T can honestly say that the past
twelve veare have been the happiest years of our lives, The fact that the have
made up most of our lives, and probably all of our lives which we nan remember
may have something to do wdth their beinp owr happiest, And the fact that thevy
have been spent in school may have seemed to make them less haprv than they
hight have been, but all the while we were thinking that our time could certainly
be more enjovably spent, we subconciously realized that our education was providéng
a pbetter future and a more worthwhile 1ife for us all, And now a= we look baelk,
we are at a loss to think of anvthing which could have left we with such nleasant
memories, B

Still, we look for our future years to be no less pleazing, A bip reason
for outhigh expectations and self-confidence is %he education whish each one of
us has received at P,H.S,

Latély we've all been indoctrinated with the 4dea that to get a good eduecation
one must go to a school large enough to support a widely varied cwrricnlumn, Ve
all agree T'm sure, that a complete curriculumn is desirable, but T balieve that
the opportunities for leadership, self-discovery, and self-expressien afforded



by a small school more than offset the advantages of a large school, One must
first discover himself and master his own talents before he can deal effectively
with a large group. In our school all students must function or the school would
colapse, while in a school with many more stmdents, it would be much easier to ride
along on the efforts af a few "big wheals", The period of the high school career
is the prime time for the developement of the individual, add in this, the small
school is clearly superior. I am obviously prejudiced toward small schoolsyg
howeverkg T ¥AEXA am truly grateful that T a-tended a school in which T was able

to realize and use mv talents to the fullest, extent,

At the same time the curriculumns provided by P.H,5. and other schools of
comparable size are not to be discredited as miich as one might think, Personally,
I feel that, given the best curriculumn which the largest school could provide, T
would have chosen the same subjects and learned less because of receivéng less
teacher attention, >

Bolleges and vocational schools are available for specialized study and for
learning to fit into a large group, °mall school graduates have little trouble
adapting to dollege 1ife because they have already been exposed to responsibility
in high school, They have had close relations with their classmates and teachersefmyugL
$his has taught them how to getialong with people in general, The importance of
getting along with others is exemplified by the fact that more people lose their
jobs because they can't get along with the boss than because they lack the skill
necessary for their job, Skill,the move tolarger schools is ony therefore a
wayg must be found to allow and cause students +o participatefully in a large

school program,



Now as we leave our high school days behind, we are for the first time
confronted with the question of what we are going to do with our lives, Unil
now they have been fSilsibwmmedd 21most completely mapped out for us, but now the
time has come for us %o make our own decisions, Appropriately, we have chosen
for our class motto "he Difficulty in Life Is the Choi~e." One of the greatest
paradoxes of life is that deciding how to solve a problem is more often that not,
much more difficult than completing the solution itself, Fortunate is the person
who can readily make a decision and stand by it Such a person has the means for
greatness, Our school, specificallv-m. the faculty, has done as
good a job as anvone could have to teach us to make the choice,

You, adults, whom I earlier referred to as the"parental generation," are
responsible for the fine eduction which we have received, and now we have a

responsibilty to you and to ourselves to make much of it, You are deserving of

fale .
thanks, #“nd now, before we are off into the future * makﬁuch of our‘m\'_S cu,({ %sz"
le
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we; the class of |$8, bid you = farwell, Thank-you, v



